Annual Report of the 
Southeast Conference UCC Commission on Ministry 

1 June 2015 



The Commission has met on these dates: August 1 6, 201 4; November 1 5, 201 4; 
February 21 , 201 5. Additional meetings are planned for June 1 2, 201 5; and August 7-8, 
2015 (including training by Elizabeth Dilley, UCC Minister for Ministers in Local Church). 

The Commission is chaired by Valerie Coe Lowder. Other members are: June 
Boutwell {ex oficio)] Dorinda Broadnax; Marvin Morgan; Wayde Washburn; and 
members of the working committees: 



Psychological Evaluation Review Committee 

The committee has been chaired by Chrisanne Mayer. Other members of the 
committee have been: Monty Knight; Amani Leanuer; Allen Mullinax; Tom Query. 

The committee, which is comprised by psychologists and pastoral counselors, reviews 
the psychological evaluations of Persons In Discernment and, working in cooperation 
with congregational Discernment Committees, makes recommendations to the 
Members In Discernment Committee. 

Dr. Marshall Bruner, of the Care and Counseling Center of Georgia, is the provider that 
currently administers psychological evaluations for candidates. The committee and 
Conference Minister have begun conversation with a potential additional provider. 



Members In Discernment Committee 

The committee has been chaired by Leslie Etheredge. Other members of the 
committee have been: Angela Balfour Franklin (who co-chaired the committee at the 
beginning of the year); Henrietta Andrew; Christy Bonner; Lillian Hallstrand; Kirk Lyman- 
Barner; Chris Lyman-Waldron; Troy Sanders. 

The committee guides Persons In Discernment through ecclesiastical processes until 
the point of making a recommendation for Member In Discernment status, then mentors 
Members In Discernment to the point of readiness for an ecclesiastical council. 

This year, all files of PIEs and MIDs have been reviewed, and the committee has 
conferred personally with all candidates. A retreat was held January 9-10, 2015. 
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The following persons have been approved as Members in Discernment: Heather 
Bardole; Candise Woods; Katelyn O'Dunne; Kate Stulce; Jodi Yarini; Michael 
McCaulley; Whitney Walton. 

Brandon Monzingo and Rick Reineke were approved conditionally as a Members in 
Discernment pending psychological evaluation, review and recommendation by the 
Psychological Evaluation Review Committee; this process is still incomplete. 



Privilege of Call/Dual Standing/Transfer of Standing Committee 

The committee has been chaired by Susan Mitchell. Other members of the committee 
have been: Kathy Burton; George Drumbor; Rodney Franklin. 

The following persons' standing has been transferred to Southeast Conference: Laurie 
Hill (Eastern Association, Illinois Conference); Jean Norton (Eastern Association, Iowa 
Conference); Pamela Canzater (Western Reserve Association, Ohio Conference) 

The following persons' standing has been transferred from Southeast Conference to 
other settings: Leanne Fuller and Scott Fuller (Pittsburgh Association, Penn West 
Conference); Lois Morrison (Pittsburgh Association, Penn West Conference); Jared 
Ruark (Northwest Ohio Association, Ohio Conference); Patrick Rogers (Florida 
Conference). 

Tayve Morgan was received by privilege of call from the United Methodist Church. 

Dual standing has been granted to Albert Mosley, the called pastor of Church of the 
Savior (Roswell, GA), who is authorized by the United Methodist Church, for the 
duration of his call. 



Review/Consultation/Support and Nurture Committee 

The committee has been chaired by Jeane Spoor. Other members of the committee 
have been: Heather Bardole; Jennifer Crane; Debbie Douglas; Larry Evans; Anita 
Hauenstein; Marvin Morgan; Maureen Shelton; Michael Stroud. 

The committee is undergoing a repurposing: the Commission is moving to stronger 
emphasis on support and nurture of authorized ministers and congregations, fellowship, 
continuing education, and ensuring that authorized ministers maintain professional 
standards. The committee is also organizing to support the four processes outlined in 
the UCC Manual on Ministry (Section 8): an annual information review for all authorized 
ministers; periodic reviews for authorized ministers; situation support consultations; and 
fitness reviews. Response team members are being identified throughout the 
Conference and trained to be ready to serve on Situational Support Teams and Fitness 
Review Teams when needed. 
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This year a fitness review was concluded and a situation support consultation was 
conducted; boundary awareness training was offered, in conjunction with the Christian 
Church/Disciples of Christ, and further plans are developing; response team training 
was offered on May 23, with another planned for August 6 (thanks to Elizabeth Dilley); a 
polity course for congregations is under development; and a clergy retreat is planned in 
conjunction with the Conference Annual Meeting. 



Scholarship Committee 

The committee has been chaired by Debbie Douglas at the beginning of the year, and 
then by Carole Moss. Other members of the committee have been: David Speno, 
Dennie Kelley. 

The committee has made available the scholarship application on the Conference 
website, thanks to Chris Lyman-Waldron. It is working with the Pathways program to 
better meet those students' financial needs. Scholarships were granted to Marsha 
Brown and Troy Sanders. The committee is also exploring scholarship sources 
available through our national church and from congregations. 



Licensed/Commissioned/Specialized Ministry Committee 

The committee has been chaired by Doug Farmer. Other members of the committee 
have been: Marcia Bentley and Sarah Kim. 

This committee makes recommendations about licensure and renewals of licenses. 
Typically, annual renewals are done in March. This year the Commission also is taking 
steps, guided by Wayde Washburn and Marvin Morgan, to address relationships with 
those in specialized ministries. 

The following persons currently are licensed: 

Myrtle Johnson (Evergreen UCC, Thomasville, GA.), January 24, 2004 through duration 
of call 

Martha Sue Carter (Evergreen UCC, Thomasville, GA), February 3, 2005 through 
duration of call 

Reginald Holloway (First Congregational UCC, Talledega, AL), April 13, 2007 through 
duration of call 

Tommy Hill (Evergreen UCC, Thomasville, GA), April 20, 2012 through duration of call 

Douglas Farmer (Coastal Crisis Chaplaincy, Charleston, SC), May 12, 2012 through 
April 2016 
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Amber Kirkendoll (Safe Harbor UCC, Flowood, MS), September 2013 through April 
2016 

Scott Williamson (United Church of Cookeville, TN), November 15, 2014 through March 
2016, renewable upon request of the calling body. 

Bryan Currie (Holy Trinity UCC, Nashville, TN), November 15, 2014 through March 
2016 

Marsha Brown (Phoenix Christian Church, Nashville, TN), March 2014 through March 
2016 

The following persons' licensure status has changed: 

Patricia Shropshire (Holy Trinity UCC, Nashville, TN), license expired April 30, 201 5. 

Lawrence Calbert (Rush Memorial UCC, Atlanta), license expired upon retirement. 

Eddie Coif (VA Hospital, Memphis), license expired September 2014 

Jennifer Spears (Garden of Grace UCC, Columbia, SC), license expired upon 
resignation, March 31, 2014 

Other action: 

Jean Norton has been endorsed and re-certified by the Association of Professional 
Chaplains for five years. 

Ecclesiastical Councils and Ordinations 

On October 19, 2014, Lacey Brown was ordained at Central UCC (Atlanta), hosted by 
Kirkwood UCC (Atlanta). 

On November 9, 2014, Jaren Ruark was ordained at Brookmeade UCC (Nashville). 

The Commission called an ecclesiastical council on November 15, 2014, for Dan Stark. 
He was approved for ordination pending call, with specific recommendations for his 
health and growth in ministry. Ordination is being planned with Decatur UCC on June 
14, 2015. 

The Commission called an ecclesiastical council on November 15, 2014, for Scott 
Williamson. He was approved for ordination pending call, with specific 
recommendations for his health and growth in ministry. 

The Commission called an ecclesiastical council on February 21 , 2015, for Anna 
Flowers. She was approved for ordination pending call, with specific recommendations 
for her health and growth in ministry. 
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The Commission called an ecclesiastical council on February 21 , 2015, for Bryan 
Currie. He was approved for ordination pending call, with specific recommendations for 
his health and growth in ministry. 

The Commission called an ecclesiastical council on February 21 , 2015, for Gail McGill. 
She was approved for ordination, with recommendations for her health and growth in 
ministry. Having developed a four-way covenant, Gail was ordained at Central UCC 
(Atlanta) on May 24, 2015. 

The Commission called an ecclesiastical council on May 2, 2015, for Michelle 
Holtmann. She was approved for ordination pending call, with specific 
recommendations for her health and growth in ministry. She is actively working with the 
Commission toward ordination. 

The Commission called an ecclesiastical council on May 2, 2015, for Julius "Chaka" 
Jessup-Peterson. He was approved for ordination pending call, with specific 
recommendations for his heath and growth in ministry. 

The Commission has called an ecclesiastical council on August 8, 2015, for LaCretia 
Bellamy. 

Other 

Valerie Coe Lowder participated with June Boutwell in the UCC's Authorizing Ministry 
conference, held in Savannah in December, 2014. 

Valerie Coe Lowder, ex oficio, serves on the Board of Directors and Executive 
Committee of the Southeast Conference. 

The Commission has begun conversations about a possible reorganization in order to 
most effectively accomplish its work. 

Recent retirements include: Lawrence Calbert (Rush Memorial UCC, Atlanta); Gene 
Skipworth (Cookeville UCC); Dave Brown (Pilgrim UCC, Chattanooga). 



Respectfully submitted by Valerie Coe Lowder 
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